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FEDERAL CHANCELLOR RAAB ADDRESSES 14TH CON- 
GRESS OF INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AT VIENNA. The 14th Congress of the International Cham- 
ber of Commerce was concluded in Vienna on May 23, 1953. 
The farewell address to the delegates was delivered by Jul- 
ius Raab, the Federal Chancellor of Austria, on the occasion 
of solemn closing exercises held in the Konzerthaus. The 
Chancellor declared that the Congress had made a major con- 
tribution to the understanding fostering and improvement of 
international relations, and that its sessions had constituted 
a documentation of a will to peace on the part of the nations 
of the world. Chancellor Raab went on to praise the cooper- 
ation among the many nationalities represented in the Inter- 
national Chamber ofCommerce, as a shining example for other 
world organizations, in particular the United Nations. 

At the final session of the Congress, a total of thirty-one 
resolutions were adopted, centering upon those great econom- 
ic and political issues whose solution is mandatory to the 
building of a sound and prosperous world economy, such as 
restoration of free convertibility of currencies, dismantling 
of customs tariffs and trade barriers, reactivation of private 
capital investment abroad and elimination of bureaucracy in 
world trade. 

The resolution on simplification of administrative formal- 
ities embodies an appeal to all governments for early ratifi- 
cation of the international convention on facilitation of sample 
and advertising imports and implementation of recommenda- 
tions regarding consular and lading procedures. In addition, 
the International Chamber of Commerce pointed out that in- 
ternational trade and the world economy are suffering irrep- 
arable damage from the maintenance of import and export res- 
triction, and that such measures disrupt friendly relations 
between countries. 

Other resolutions of the Congress dealt with traffic poli- 
cy distribution of goods, statistics, trademarks and copy- 
rights, and commercial policy in general. As a development 
of major practical importance, there has been the revision of 
the ‘‘Incoterms’’ whereby the principal procurement clauses 
customary in world trade are governed, to eliminate ambiguity 


in the drafting of trade contracts. (Continued on page 5) 
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DR.GRUBER SAYS, AUSTRIA WILL QUERY SOVIET UNION 
ON TREATY INTENTIONS. At a news conference in the 
Austrian Press Club, Dr. Karl Gruber, the Austrian Foreign 
Minister, recently told reporters: ‘‘The Austrian Government 
will approach the Soviet Union to ask concretely when, where 
and on what terms it will be prepared to conclude the State 
Treaty and to confer with the high contracting parties to that 
end.”’ 

Regarding the Soviet Deputy’s failure to put in an appear- 
ance at the Austrian Treaty conference in London on May 26, 
the Neue Wiener Tageszeitung commented as follows: ‘‘Now 
that the Western Powers have decided to abandon the short 
treaty draft, the Soviets are faced with the alternative of ei- 
ther signing the old draft, to which they previously consented 
in all essentials, or proving to the world that they have no 
desire to conclude a State Treaty. In view of the fact that 
Austria in particular has repeatedly been regarded in the 
West as the touchstone of Russia’s good intentions, this 
would place the Kremlin in an embarrassing position. There 
is therefore little reason to believe that there is to be any 
definitive departure from the peace offensive launched after 
Stalin’s death.’’ 


Austria Seen as Pawn of Soviet Union 


The Arbeiter-Zeitung wrote: ‘‘The Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ters have repeatedly agreed to meet on their own initiative 
without consulting the Council of Foreign Ministers, and ad- 
journed such meetings from time to time. It is therefore im- 
possible to see why they could not have met in this instance 
also, without prior convocation by a Council of Foreign Min- 
isters, especially since none exists. 

‘‘The Soviet Government may possibly want a general so- 
lution of all pending problems, to the inclusion of that of 
Austria, while the Western Powers may prefer to relieve ten- 
sion piecemeal. Possibly the Soviet Union may be unwilling 
to give up a pawn until it has obtained some concession or 
assurance in return. We, of course, are the pawn.”’ 

Die Presse remarked: ‘‘The unwillingness of the free 
world to miss even one opportunity for understanding with 
the East has produced progress only to the extent that Mos- 
cow is for the first time being compelled to reveal its true 
attitude towards Austria. Anyone, who entertained the hope 
that the Kremlin would take advantage of this particular op- 
portunity to display good will may consider himself disil- 
lusioned.’’ 


FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER SEES SPECIAL DEPUTIES 
OF WESTERN POWERS IN LONDON. Austrian Foreign Min- 
ister Karl Gruber, who attended the British Coronation cere- 















June 13, 1953 


Austrian Information 


Page 2 





monies together with Undersecretary Kreisky of the Austrian 
Foreign Office, took advantage of his presence in London to 
talk to the Special Foreign Ministers’ Deputies of the Wes- 
tern Powers who have been charged with working out an Aus- 
trian treaty. On this occasion, Dr. Gruber outlined Austria’s 
position on the latest developments in the treaty issue. The 
Special Deputies are reported to be considering a joint recom- 
mendation to their respective governments that the Western 
Powers send a joint note to the Soviet Government inquiring 
as to the latter’s intentions concerning the conclusion of a 
State Treaty for Austria. Dr. Gruber also conferred with Brit- 
ish Minister of State Selwyn Lloyd. 


VICE CHANCELLOR SCHAERF COMMEMORATES HEROES 
OF THE WARSAW GHETTO UPRISING. On April 19, 1953, at 
the Decennial Commemoration of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, 
Vice Chancellor Adolf Schaerf delivered an address in Vien- 
na, in which he said: ‘‘The 2000 militants who took up arms 
and prepared for battle became the rallying point, during the 
Month of Terror (April 1943 - Ed.), of all who dwelt within 
the Ghetto — old men, women and children. Above the sound 
of bomb and shell bursting over the besieged Ghetto, the twin 
battle cries of "Death with Honor’ and 'For Our Freedom and 
Yours’ were heard around the world.’’ 
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SOVIET REPRESENTATIVE IN ALLIED COUNCIL CRIT- 
ICIZES AUSTRIAN MISSION TO COAL AND STEEL UNION 
AND RECENT EXCHANGE RATE ADJUSTMENT. At the 
mid-May meeting of the Allied Council for Austria, Deputy 
Soviet High Commissioner Maj. Gen. Kraskevich made two 
statements critical of the Austrian Government. 

In the first of these, the Soviet representative asserted 
that the decision of the Austrian Government to send an Aus- 
trian mission to the European Coal and Steel Community was 
a violation of the Control Agreement. This move, he said, 
was linking Austria closer to the Atlantic Bloc and associat- 
ing her with the supply of war materials to the Westem Pow- 
ers, especially Western Germany. He concluded with the re- 
quest that the Allied Council order the Austrian Government 
to recall its representatives. 


Difficulties Seen Solved with End of Occupation 


The recent decree setting a new rate of exchange for the 
Austrian schilling was described by the Soviet representative 
as an arbitrary measure taken by the banks without Parliamen- 
tary approval. 

In refuting the arguments of the Russian representative, 
the Westem high commissioners declared that the Austrian 
observers at the Coal andSteel Union were there to safeguard 
Austrian interests. With regard to the currency changes, they 
pointed out that it was a perfectly normal procedure for the 
National Bank to announce them. 

But, added the British representative, these difficulties 
would be considerably reduced if the occupation were to be 
terminated. No agreement was reached on these questions by 
the time the meeting adjourned. 


FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER REACHES AGREEMENT 
WITH BONN OFFICIALS DURING STATE VISIT. Austrian 
Foreign Minister Dr. Karl Gruber, accompanied by Undersec- 
retary Dr. Kreisky of the Foreign Office, arrived in Bonn on 
May 19 for an official two-day visit of state to the German 
Federal Republic, during which he discussed with German 
Chancellor Dr. Konrad Adenauer all questions affecting the 
two countries. At the same time, Dr. Kreisky held talks with 
German Undersecretary Hallstein and Dr. Ollenhauer, Chair- 
man of the German Social-Democratic Party. 

The talks which the Austrian statesmen had in Bonn were, 
in the words of the official communiqué issued by the German 
Federal Government, held in an atmosphere of conviction that 
the relations between the two countries are based on mutual 
respect and friendship. Accordingly, the Austrian Government 
would continue its efforts to obtain approval of the Allied 
authorities for the establishment of German representation in 
Vienna. (So far, the Allied Council has been unable to agree 
on the establishment of such representation in Austria - Ed.) 
In the meantime, however, the German Government would set 
up a trade agency in Vienna whose function will be to promote 
commercial relations between the two countries. Informative 
talks were also held on the subject of ‘‘German property”’ in 
Austria and Austrian assets in the Federal Republic. (Ger- 
man property in Austria was declared to be confiscated and 
awarded to the Allied Powers pursuant to the terms of the 
Potsdam Agreement - Ed.) 

The economic relations between the two countries were 
also discussed in great detail. Chancellor Adenauer told the 
Austrian representatives that travel regulations for German 
tourists going to Austria had been considerably improved. 
‘*The conversations of the two statesmen,’’ the German com- - 
muniqué concluded, ‘‘also ranged over the entire field of dip- 
lomatic affairs of both countries. Federal Chancellor Ade- 
nauer and Foreign Minister Gruber agreed that neither country 
could achieve a happy future except in a free and peaceful 
Europe. The visit was a point of departure for further devel- 
opment of relations between the two countries ina spirit of 
friendship.’’ 


AUSTRIAN HONORARY DECORATIONS DISCUSSED IN PAR- 
LIAMENT In mid-May the Main Committee of the Austrian 
Parliament discussed two decrees governing the classifica- 
tion and bestowal of decorations of honor for meritorious and 
distinguished service to the Austrian Republic. 

The draft statute submitted by the Federal Government 
calls for the various classes in which state decorations are 
graded to be reduced from the prewar number of 17 to 13, and 
proposes that the decorations be awarded by the President of 
the Republic on the recommendation of the Federal Govem- 
ment. The thirteen proposed classes of decorations follow: 
‘*Gross-Stern des Ehrenzeichens” (Grand Star of the Insig- 
nia of Honor); ‘‘Grosses Goldenes Ehrenzeichen am Band’’ 
(Grand Gold Insignia of Honor with Ribbon); ‘‘Grosses Gol- 
denes Ehrenzeichen mit dem Stern’’ (Grand Gold Insignia of 
Honor with Star); ‘Grosses Goldenes Ehrenzeichen’’ (Grand 
Gold Insignia of Honor); “Grosses Silbernes Ehrenzeichen”’ 
(Grand Silver Insignia of Honor); ‘‘Grosses Ehrenzeichen’”’ 
(Grand Insignia of Honor); ‘“‘Goldenes Ehrenzeichen’’ (Gold 
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Insignia of Honor); ‘‘Silbernes Ehrenzeichen’’ (Silver Insig- 
nia of Honor); ‘‘Goldenes Verdienstzeichen’’ (Gold Insignia 
of Merit); ‘‘Silbernes Verdienstzeichen’’ (Silver Insignia of 
Merit); ‘‘Goldene Medaille’’ (Gold Medal); ‘‘Silberne Medaille’’ 
(Silver Medal); and ‘‘Bronzene Medaille’’ (Bronze Medal). 

The highest of these decorations, the Grand Star of the 
Insignia of Honor, bestowed for distinguished service to the 
Republic of Austria, is reserved for life to the President of 
the Republic. These insignia are worn around the waist, the 
neck or on the chest, depending on the type of decoration in- 
volved. 


MINISTER OF FINANCE OUTLINES GOVERNMENT'S LOAN 
POLICY. In connection with the issuance of the Power Loan, 
Dr. Reinhard Kamitz, Minister of Finance,recently said ,‘‘Em- 
ployment depends largely on the level of investment. The 
more investment, the more investment potential, and the more 
employment will result. 

‘*The Government’s new loan policy represents a com- 
plete departure from former methods. In future, only long- 
term funds are to be employed for long-term investments, thus 
avoiding any danger to the currency in consequence of indust- 
rial expansion.’’ 

The Minister went on to say that in the case of the Power 
Loan, the entire population was the creditor, and the power 
companies are the debtors. The four power companies float- 
ing the loan already have eight hydroelectric plants in ope- 
ration. Three more, including Kaprun and Reisseck, are un- 
der construction. Their completion will make available an 
additional 621,000,000 KWH per year. 


Details of Power Issue 


As reported by the Verbundgesellschaft (the national dis- 
tributing agency - Ed.), the 1953 Power Loan will be issued 
in 1000-schilling and 200-schilling 5% bonds and 500-schil- 
ling and 100-schilling 44% bonds. Serial and general lots to 
be drawn annually will increase the actual return on the loan 
to considerably more than 5 and 4% per cent. 

To make the loan more attractive, a special value —insur- 
ing clause has been inserted which binds the nominal value 
of the bond to the price of electric power. This clause is in- 
tended to protect the bonds from any possible fluctuations in 
currency value. Bondholders are exempt from property taxes. 

In order to enable workers to invest their savings on the 
exceptionally favorable terms made possible by the loan, 
provision is also made for subscription in installments. The 
minimum(monthly) installment will be 20 schillings,an amount 
well within the budget of low-income wage workers. 


CONSTRUCTION OF POWER INSTALLATIONS AND ELEC- 
TRIFICATION PROGRAM CONTINUE -— WALDBRUNNER. 
In the course of an interview which he granted in mid-May to 


the Wiener Kurier, Austria’s Minister of Communications and - 


Nationalized Industries, Karl Waldbrunner, said that the 
adoption of the 1953 budget on the basis of the 1952 estimate 
will make it possible for his Ministry to ‘‘continue work on 
all projects already started.” 

Minister Waldbrunner delt at some length with the Federal 
Railroads discussing construction plans for the Western trunk 


line and the electrification program for the Wels-Passau sec- 
tion. He stated that in addition to the maintenance and im- 
provement of roadbeds and superstructures, the Federal Rail- 
roads were also in the process of expanding car parks and 
overhauling existing rolling stock. Orders had been placed 
for some 1000 new freight cars and the rail requirements of 
the Federal Railroads were now being fully met. He added 
that all of the railroad housing construction already under 
way would be completed this year. 


Fully Automatic Telephone System Planned 


Minister Waldbrunner went on to say that the Postal and 
Telegraph Administration, which in Austria operates the tel- 
ephone network as well, had also drawn up major plans for 
the expansion and improvement of facilities. Execution of 
these plans would help production in the light-current indus- 
try. One of the major projects was the conversion of the en- 
tire telephone network to fully automatic operation, for which 
purpose the Swiss loan had been negotiated. 

The rehabilitation of the nationalized industries was 
partly completed, as in the case of the iron industry, for 
example, where investments had now reached a level requir- 
ing no further outside financing. The nationalization and 
modernization measures adopted, the Minister said, were al- 
ready bearing fruit, for the industry was now in a position to 
compete successfully. 

Minister Waldbrunner went on to declare: ‘‘The nationa- 
lized industries have done comparatively well, and today 
they account for about one fourth of all Austrian exports, Se- 
rious difficulties, due to declining demand in foreign markets, 
have been encountered only by the high-grade steel plants. 
Any Austrian mission to the European Coal and Steel Com- 
munity would always include a representative of the nation- 
alized industries.’’ 

Minister Waldbrunner then spoke of the Power Loan, on 


the subject of which he had this to say: ‘‘Since the national- 
ized industries can no longer count on the same volume of 
ERP credits as in the past, the problem of financing is solv- 
ed by the Power Loan. This is a solution which the Minis- 
try warmly welcomes, because the utilization of inactive sav- 
ings capital will make it possible to continue work on press- 
ing projects.’’ 

He further stated that the loan would primarily benefit the 
power industry, the expansion of the telephone system and 
the electrification program. 

On the subject of putting the Federal Railroads on a 
more business-like basis of operation, Ing. Waldbrunner point- 
ed out that the railroads were operating under a tremendous 
handicap due to certain bindinglegal provisions. He said that 
his favorite project in the field of power engineering was the 
completion of the East-West main transmission line from Vien- 
na to the Vorarlberg, whose capacity would be sufficient to 
handle the entire power distribution of the output generated 
by the large power stations in the Alps. 

In closing the interview, he said that expansion of the 
raw materials industries in Austria had brought about a struc- 
tural improvement in the country’s national economy, unlike 
the situation after World War I when the finished goods indus- 
try had been the main beneficiary of economic planning. 
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UNDERSECRETARY GRAF WARNED AGAINST SPYINGFOR 
FOREIGN POWERS. On the occasion of the sentencing of 
several Austrians by an American military court for secret 
activities on behalf of an Occupying Power, Ferdinand Graf, 
Undersecretary of State in the Austrian Ministry of the Interior 
issued the following statement: 

‘It is a sad fact that all four Occupying Powers in Aus- 
tria not only maintain intelligence and counterintelligence 
services of their own, but also misuse thousands of Austrian 
nationals for the purpose. ’”’ 

The end was always the same, Undersecretary Graf con- 
tinued; once these people had fulfilled their mission, they 
were ruthlessly dropped or even maneuvered into the hands 
of the other side. The number of Austrians who had been ar- 
rested or deported by the Occupying Powers for such activi- 
ties during the past few years ran into many hundreds. 

Graf concluded his statement with the following appeal to 
the Austrian population: ‘‘Notify the Austrian authorities im- 
mediately of any such offers, be they made to you voluntarily 
or under duress. Reporting them will protect you from further 
molestation and threats. There must be an end to the misuse 
of Austrians for foreign interests.’’ 


MANY AUSTRIANS STILL DETAINED ABROAD. Pursuant 
to an inquiry concerning the release of Austrians sentenced 
by Allied military courts, Chancellor Julius Raab declared 
that the Federal Government “is doing everything in its pow- 
er to intercede on behalf of these Austrians.’’ 

At the present time, 954 known Austrian prisoners of war 
are stil] in the Soviet Union. An additional 940 Austrian ci- 
vilians (859 men and 81 women) have been arrested, sen- 
tenced and deported to Russia by the Soviet occupation au- 
thorities. Nine Austrians are under arrest in France and sev- 
enteen in Western Germany (U.S. Occupying Power). 


AUSTRIA AND PAKISTAN ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RE- 
LATIONS, It was recently announced in Vienna and Karachi 
that the Austrian and Pakistan Governments have decided to 
formalize the friendly relations between the two countries by 
establishing diplomatic relations and exchanging represen- 
tatives with the rank of Ministers. The respective legations 
are to be opened in the near future. 


AUSTRO-GERMAN AGREEMENT ON EXPATRIATES AND 
EXPELLEES SIGNED. The agreement reached in Gmunden 
in February 1953 between the Austrian Federal Government 
and the Government of the German Federal Republic on the 
maintenance and care of former public servants who have 
been expatriated or expelled from their homelands was signed 
by both Governments in Bonn on April 27, 1953, after the 
Allied Council’s veto period expired. 


In Austria application forms have already been distribu- — 


ted to the refugees in the state capitals by the Advisory Re- 
fugee Council and the central advisory agencies. A consider- 
able number of applications for relief have already been 
received and now that the agreement has been signed their 
official processing can begin. 


CHANGES IN AUSTRIA’S DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS 
ABROAD. As part of the reassignment of some Austrian dip- 
lomatic representatives abroad, Heinrich Schmid, the Austrian 
Ambassador in Paris, has been appointed head of the Austrian 
Liaison Office in Germany. Replacing him as Ambassador to 
France is Alois Vollgruber, until now Secretary General of 
the Austrian Foreign Office. 

Minister Karl Wildmann hitherto Austrian Minister to Swit- 
zerland is to be the new Secretary General of the Foreign Of- 
fice. The outgoing head of the Austrian Liaison Office in 
Germany, Dr. Josef Schoener, will take over the post of Direc- 
tor of the Political Department at the Foreign Office. 


AUSTRIA AND SWITZERLAND REACH AGREEMENT ON 
PAST AUSTRIAN OBLIGATIONS. At the end of May, Aus- 
trian Minister of Finance Reinhard Kamitz issued a report on 
the outcome of the negotiations with Switzerland concerning 
Austria’s prewar obligations. 

During the talks held in Rome some time ago, no agree- 
ment was reached on the government loans Switzerland had 
granted Austria. The negotiations referring to total loans in 
the amount of 46,000,000 Swiss francs were concluded on 
April 30. 

It was agreed that Austria would not be burdened with ar- 
rears of the period 1938-1945, and that arrears since 1945 on 
the 1933-1953 and 1934-1959 loans, would have to be settled 
by a lump payment of 28,5%. The obligations accumulated by 
Austria in connection with relief loans were written off com- 
pletely. All these outstanding obligations will be honored by 
a total payment of 8,500,000 Swiss francs to be made in twen- 
ty semi-annual instalments starting in 1954. 


RUSSO-AUSTRIAN NEGOTIATIONS ON YBBS-PERSENBURG 
POWER STATION CONCLUDED. Late in May, the Soviet In- 
formation Bureau reported that the High Commissioner of the 
U.S.S.R. in Austria, Lt. Gen. Sviridov, had received Federal 
Chancellor Raab and presented him with the following commu- 
nication: 

‘The Soviet Government has acted favorably upon the 
proposal of the Austrian Government, that the assets of the 
Ybbs-Persenburg electric power installation in the posses- 
sion of the U.S.S.R. as former German property in Austria be 
turned over to the Austrian Government, and has decided to 
accede to the latter’s request that the said assets be sold to 
the Austrian Government on the conditions proposed, thus 
contributing to the expedited completion of this electric pow- 
er station, so important to the Austrian economy. The Soviet 
Property Administration in Austria has been commissioned by 
the Soviet Government to conclude a contract to that effect 
with the representatives of the Austrian Government.’’ 


AUSTRIA AND JAPAN ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELA- 
TIONS. Chancellor Julius Raab announced at a recent meet- 
ing of the Austrian Cabinet that the Executive Committee of 
the Allied Council had approved the establishment of diplo- 
matic and consular relations between Austria and Japan. 
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14th ICC Congress (Cont'd. from p.1) 
Austria Hails Achievements of I.C.C. Congress 


The Congress of the International Chamber of Commerce 
opened in Vienna on May 18. The opening session was at- 
tended by Dr. Theodor Koerner, the President of the Republic; 
Dr. Felix Hurdes, President of the Lower Chamber of Parlia- 
ment; Chancellor Julius Raab, head of the Austrian Federal 
Government; Vice Chancellor Adolf Schaerf; Theodor Car- 
dimal Innitzer, Archbishop of Vienna; George Picot, Deputy 
Secretary General of the United Nations; Dr.Paul Foerster, 
Executive Vice President of the Austrian National Committee 
of the I.C.C.; and numerous other political and business lea- 


’ ders 


The Federal Chancellor greeted the Congress and wel- 
comed the delegates to Vienna as one of the traditional con- 
vention cities of Europe. Following an explicit testimonial 
to the aims and achievements of the International Chamber of 
Commerce, Chancellor Raab alluded to Austria’s role in in- 
ternational commerce and affairs, as a nation deprived for 
years of full independence. ‘‘We do not presume,” he said, 
‘‘to affect great international issues decisively, but we wish 
to make our modest contribution in every possible way in the 
service of world peace and therefore towards securing tran- 
quil commerce and the widest possible intercourse among the 
several nations. Once more in history, Austria finds herself 
at the focal point of international politics. Her future fate 
may be of portentous significance to the entire free world. 
Where once a Hapsburg ruler boasted that the sun never set 
on his empire, we today can modestly and unassumingly say 
to all that without Austrian freedom and independence, the 
existence of the entire free world would be threatened.’’ 


President Koerner next paid tribute to the significance of 
the Congress, saying that Austria was not insensible of the 
honor of entertaining the International Chamber of Commerce 
‘‘May your Congress,’’ said the President, ‘‘through its de- 
cisions, contribute to victory in the economic sphere for that 
ideal of freedom with which we Austrians are likewise in- 
spired, and to that cooperation of each with all upon which 
the hope of the world depends -- the hope of liberty by the 


abrogation of violence.’’ 
I.C.C. Chairman Heidenstam: 


‘Vienna Meeting Most Important in Years 


The Congress was conducted under the chairmanship of 
Rolf von Heidenstam, President of the International Chamber 
of Commerce, who told a press conference that the Vienna 
Congress was to be one of the most important, if not the most 
important, in I.C.C. history. ‘‘The attendance is greater than 
at Montreux, Quebec or Lisbon,’’ Mr. von Heidenstam said. 
‘‘The convention is being held at a time when free nations 
are searching for an economic policy of permanence, when 
international investment and trade must be increased to pre- 
vent economic stagnation and raise living standards. The de- 
cisions reached will haverepercussions on government policy 
and on public opinion in the various countries. ’’ 

The Executive Vice President of the Austrian National 
Committee, Dr. Paul Foerster, at the same press conference, 
stated that Austria, in the present international situation, 
constitutes a geographical and historical bridge between East 
and West, and is most eager to cooperate with all attempts to 


relieve political tensions. Dr. Foerster went on to emphasize 
that Austria, by the adoption of genuine exchange between 
the schilling and the dollar, was even now creating a new 
opportunity for international economic integration in her 
sphere. 


Camille Gutt Elected I.C.C. President 


Shortly before its adjournment, the Congress met to elect 
a new President of the International Chamber of Commerce. 
The incumbent, Mr. von Heidenstam, relinquished office to 
his elected successor Camille Gutt, who spoke to press re- 
presentatives of the excellent spirit of harmony that had per- 
vaded this Congress on Austrian soil. ‘‘The program of the 
resolutions,’’ said President Gutt, ‘‘imperatively demands 
the subordination of individual interests in favor of the com- 
mon welfare of all peoples.’’ 

After the Congress had adjourned, Austrian Federal Chan- 
cellor Raab gave a reception for the delegates at Schoenbrunn 
Palace, the erstwhile residence of the Hapsburg emperors, to 
which the entire Cabinet, the diplomatic corps, church digni- 
taries, the high commissioners of the Allied Powers, and 
prominent representatives of Austrian art and science were 
invited. 


JOCHENSTEIN POWER STATION TO BE COMPLETED BY 
1956. It has recently been reported that the Jochenstein elec- 
tric power station, which will produce 920,000,000 KWH per 
year, is expected to be completed in 1956. 

In order to drain the excavations, enormous circular cais- 
sons filled with gravel were sunk to bedrock by means of a 
100-ton floating crane. A cable crane with a 2500-foot span 
traverses the excavation at a height of one hundred feet. It 
is used to haul concrete. Connection between the two banks 
will be established by means of a temporary wooden bridge 
twenty-two feet above high-water level. 

Ships will be passing through the locks within a year. A 
year later, three generators will be placed in service, and in 
1956, after scarcely four years under construction, Jochen- 
stein will reach its full annual capacity. 


DANUBE NAVIGATION AGREEMENT CONCLUDED BET- 
WEEN AUSTRIA AND HUNGARY. On May 27, 1953, the Aus- 
trian Cabinet heard a report by Foreign Minister Gruber on 
the recent conclusion of a Danube navigation agreement bet- 
ween Austria and Hungary. 

During the negotiations which terminated on May 12, the 
following questions had been discussed and largely solved: 
future allocation of freight to ships of both countries, sta- 
tioning of representatives at mooring points, as well as the 
question of lading facilities, that of Danube navigators’ iden- 
tification cards and others. 

According to a report of the Austrian Special News Ser- 
vice, Austria is leaving no stone unturned in her efforts to 
contribute to the restoration of normal and friendly relations. 
It is hoped that the successful conclusion of these talks will 
prove to be a decisive step toward the resumption of normal 
trade traffic between all Danube River countries. The report 
also revealed that Austria is eager to reach similar agree- 
ments with other Danube nations to the southeast, such as 
Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. 
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21st INNSBRUCK EXPORT AND SAMPLE FAIR OPENED. 
On May 30, Chancellor Julius Raab opened the 21st Export 
and Sample Fair of Innsbruck in the state capitalof the Tyrol. 
The Innsbruck Fair is generally considered to be Austria’s 
showcase facing the West, especially the neighboring count- 
ries of Germany,. Italy and Switzerland, and has therefore in- 
creasingly attracted the participation of exhibitors from near- 
ly all the countries of Europe. 


DUTCH AIRLINE INAUGURATES FIFTH ROUTE TO AUS- 
TRIA, On May 17 the Dutch KLM Airline inaugurated its fifth 
service to Austria, i.e. from Amsterdam to Klagenfurt via 
Frankfurt-am-Main. From Klagenfurt, Carinthia, there is an 
express flight toLondon every Sunday, and in Amsterdam KLM 
passengers have connections to all points of the Dutch air- 
line’s far-flung network. KLM is also planning tourist flights 
at reduced rates. With this new service, KLM now operates 
flights to Vienna, Linz, Salzburg, Innsbruck and Klagenfurt. 


EUROPEAN WATER-SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS TO BE HELD IN 
POERTSCHACH, AUSTRIA. The 1953 European Water-Ski 
Championships for Men and Women will be held in Poertschach 
on the Woerthersee from August 14 to 16 of this year. Most 
of the 14 member countries of the European Water-Ski Asso- 
ciation have already announced that they will enter national 
teams in the competition. European championship titles will 
be given for the three-way slalom/figure-skiing/platform- 
jumping combination. 


““AUSTRIA'S RECONSTRUCTION THROUGH E.R.P.’’ JUST 
PUBLISHED. An attractively printed book entitled ‘‘Austria’s 
Reconstruction Through E.R.P.,’’ has just been published by 
the United States Austrian Chamber of Commerce, Inc., 165 
West 46th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 

The volume illustrates what the Marshall Plan has done 
for Austria and expresses Austria’s gratitude to the people of 
the United States. The publication is available free of charge 
to all members of the Chamber, but copies may also be ob- 


tained by non-members for $1.50 each to cover handling char- 
ges. 


CORRECTION OF ERROR.- 

Reference is made to page 4 of ‘‘Austrian Information’’ Vol. 

VI/9 of May 9, 1953. Other Austrian Consulates General may 

be found in the following cities: 

CHICAGO: Austrian Consulate General, 77 West Wash- 
ington Street, Chicago 2, Illinois. 


Consul: Frank Anderwald 


LOS ANGELES: Austrian Consulate General, 408 Pershing 
Square Building, 448 South Hill Street, Los 
Angeles 13, California 


Consul General: Dr. Friedrich E. Waller 
Full Passport Function 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
MATERIAL FROM AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


VIENNA FESTIVAL OF 1953 OPENED BY PRESIDENT 
KOERNER. President Theodor Koemer of Austria opened 
the 1953 Vienna Festival in a ceremony at the Vienna Rat- 
haus which was attended by members of the Austrian Cabi- 
net, the diplomatic corps, Church dignitaries and the Allied 
High Commissioners. The program of the Festival includes 
forty concerts, twenty-one opera performances, a number of 
open-air performances at Schoenbrunn Palace and under the 
arcades of the Rathaus, twenty exhibitions and some one 
hundred and sixty-five public events to be held throughout 
the various districts of the city. Held for the first time three 
years ago, the Vienna Festival has since become a major at- 
traction for enthusiastic foreign tourists. 

The Rathaus ceremony got under way as the Vienna Phil- 
harmonic played the festive fanfare by Armin Kaufman. This 
was followed by a recital of the prologue ‘‘Wien,” by Franz 
Theodor Czokor, which was delivered by Erik Frey of the 
Theater in der Josefstadt. The entertainment part of the 
program concluded with the playing of the Rosamunde Over- 
ture.After the President of Austria had completed his speech, 
500 school children entoned Josef Weinheber’s ‘‘Hymnus auf 
den Kahlenberg,’’ which Franz Burkhart had set to music. The 
ceremony came to an end as the Vienna Symphony, under the 
baton of Professor Svarovsky, played the traditional ‘‘Blue 
Danube Waltz.’’ 


AUSTRIAN UNIVERSITY. TUITION FEES LOWEST IN EU- 
ROPE. At the end of May the Austrian Council of Ministers 
approved the draft of a University Fee Statute to be present- 
ed to the legislature for enactment. 

The proposed law calls for a uniform system of universi- 
ty tuition fees to replace the fifty-two individual regulations 
now in effect. It would also authorize lower fees for gifted 
university students of modest means. Even after the new tui- 
tion rates go into effect, Austria’s institutions of higher 
learning will still be among the least expensive to attend. 


AUSTRIA ADMITTED TO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION. On May 15, 1953, Austria was 
elected to the Executive Council of the World Health Organi- 
zation for a term of three years. The appointment was in re- 
cognition of the contribution Austria has long been making to 
the promotion of public health. This is the first such appoint- 
ment of Austria to any of the United Nations’ specialized 
agencies. 

ADDITIONAL YEAR OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE INTRO- 
DUCED IN AUSTRIA. Austrian Minister of Social Welfare 
Maisel recently announced that a special committee appointed 
by him to cope with the unemployment situation among young 
people just out of school had adopted a series of construc- 
tive measures, including the introduction of a ninth year of 
school attendance. For the time being, this ninth year of 





school attendance will not be compulsory, i.e. fourteen-year- 
olds who cannot find suitable employment or educational fa- 
cilities elsewhere may continue to remain in school for an ad-; 
ditional year, thus keeping the labor market from being over- 
run too early by young people just out of school. 


— 
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WORLD MENTAL HEALTH CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN 
VIENNA IN AUGUST. The World Federation for Mental Health 
will hold an international conference in Vienna from August 
24 to 29 of this year. Scheduled for presentation are papers 
by Austrian and foreign psychiatrists, psychotherapists, psy- 
chologists and educators. 

The International Conference of Surgeons organized by 
the Austrian chapter of the International College of Surgeons 
has had to be postponed because of the adjournment of the 
Italian Surgical Congress to June 5-7, 1953. More than sixty 
papers have so far been scheduled for presentation. The ma- 
jor theme of the Austrian conference is ‘‘surgery of the gall- 
bladder and bile ducts,’’ although most other fields of surge- 
ry will also be the subject of comprehensive reports. 


“ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN," AUSTRIAN PLAY, TO 
BE PRODUCED IN NEW YORK.- ‘‘On Earth as it is in Hea- 
ven,’’ first produced in Switzerland during the war, was re- 
cently published in book form by the Paris publishing house, 
‘*La Table Ronde.’’ The play also enjoyed a successful run 
at the Theatre de l’Athénée in an adaptation by Thierberger 
and Mercure entitled, ‘‘Sur la Terre comme au Ciel.’’ 

Fritz Hochwaelder, who now lives in Zurich, has autho- 
rized a forthcoming New York production of his play under 
the title ‘‘On Earth as it is in Heaven,’’ which will star Vic- 
tor Francen and possibly Gregory Peck, who has been asked 
to play one of the parts. 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTS HONORS DR.HER- 
MANN F. MARK. On May 21, 1953, the American In stitute of 
Chemists presented the Honor Scroll of its New York Chapter 
to Dr. Hermann F’. Mark, the Vienna-born research chemist 
who had long been active in Austrian scientific work. Some 
time ago, Dr. Mark was also made a Chevalier of the French 

Legion of Honor. 

Dr. Hermann F. Mark was born in Vienna in 1895 and re- 
ceived his Ph.D. from the University of Vienna in 1921. Short- 
ly thereafter, he was called to the University of Berlin and 
later became a member of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute. In 
1932, after a period of employment with the I.G. Farbenind us- 
trié, Dr. Frank was appointed Professor of Chemistry and Di- 
rector of the First Chemistry Institute at the University of 
Vienna, a post he held until Hitler’s invasion of Austria in 
1938. 

Dr. Mark then left Austria and, in 1940, joined the facul- 
ty of the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn where he was 
made a full Professor and appointed Director of the Polymer 
Research Institute two years later. The noted chemist has 
many scientific publications to his credit. He has written 
books on the use of X-rays in chemistry, on the structure of 
high polymers, on electronic research and on copolymeriza- 
tion. He holds membership in, and is an honorary member and 
chairman of, many scientific organizations and institutes in 
Austria, the United States, Great Britain, Belgium, Germany, 
India, the Netherlands and Spain. He is also Chairman of the 
Wood Chemistry Committee of the United Nation’s Food and 
Agricultural Organization and technical consultant to the 


United States Navy, Quartermaster Corps and National Sci- - 


ence Foundation. 


CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE OPENED IN VIENNA. 
The new Cancer Research Institute of Austria was formally 
opened in Vienna on May 18, 1953. It has six special labo- 
ratories, three of which will be used exclusively for diagnos- 
tic and histological work. One of the laboratories contains an 
incubator for paraffin cultures of histological specimens. An- 
other is equipped for staining organic secretions and exa- 
mining them microscopically. 

The modern operating room will serve for experimental 
surgical procedures. A section of the ground floor has been 
equipped with cages and stalls where the experimental ani- 
mals are kept. 


MODERN ANESTHESIA METHODS DISCUSSED AT MEDICAL 
CONGRESS. The congress organized by the Austrian Anes- 
thesiology Society in Velden on the Woerthersee from May 17 
to 19 was attended by specialists from eleven countries. 
Among the current problems of anesthetization for the re- 
lief of pain during surgical procedures, the two methods dis- 
cussed in greatest detail were ganglionic blocking and the 
one variously known as “artificial refrigeration’’ and ‘‘arti- 
ficial hibernation.’’ Both have been introduced into medical 
practice in the past few years. The nature of the so-called 
‘‘low-pressure method’’ was illustrated in a color film. 


1953 TUBERCULOSIS CONGRESS HELD IN INNSBRUCK. 
The Tuberculosis Congress held at the end of May in Inns- 
bruck was attended by physicians from Switzerland, Italy, 
Sweden, Denmark and France, as well as by 500 doctors from 
Western Germany. 

A number of current medical problems were discussed, 
including the ‘‘Pathogenesis of Tubercular Dispersion’’ and 
‘*Extrapleural Pneumonolysis,and various surgical procedures 
were illustrated. Some of the papers delt with the chemio- 
therapy of tuberculosis and others with the therapeutic re- 
sults achieved to date by the INH treatment of tuberculosis 
of the skin, bones and joints. The various aspects of tuber- 
culosis of the lungs were also discussed. One of the major 
papers delivered was on BCG prophylactic inoculation, given 
by Professor van Deinse, Director of the BCG Division of 
the Pasteur Institute in Paris. 

Various diagnostic aspects of pulmonary tuberculosis 
and thoracoscopic procedures on the nervous system were 
the main subjects of the unscheduled lectures. 


PROF. OTTO LOEW! CELEBRATED 80TH BIRTHDAY. 
Prof. Otto Loewi, who in 1936 won the Nobel Prize in Medi- 
cine forhis discovery of the chemical transmission ofnervous 
impulses celebrated his eightieth birthday on June 6, 1953. 
At present Dr. Loewi is Research Professor of Pharmacology 
in the New York University College of Medicine. 


AUSTRIAN WRITERS ATTEND PEN-CLUB CONGRESS IN 
DUBLIN. The playwright Franz Theodor Czokor and the nov- 
elists Ferdinand Koeg] and Martina Wied represented Austria 
at the 25th International Congress of PEN-Clubs held in Dub- 
lin from June 8 to 13. The Congress was devoted to the lit- 
erature of those nations whose language is widely dissemi- 
nated throughout the world. 
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AUSTRIAN HIMALAYA SOCIETY FOUNDED. The constit- 
uent assembly of the Austrian Himalaya Society met in 
Vienna at the end of May under the chairmanship 2f the so- 
ciety’s president, Dr. Jonas, who reported on Austrian par- 
ticipation in projects for climbing the Himalayas. 

A series of organizational plans were announced for the 
preparation of a small scouting expedition into the Himalaya 
region in 1954, during which a mountain six or seven thou- 
sand meters high may be scaled if conditions permit. 


DIRECTOR OF AUSTRIAN NATIONAL LIBRARY RETURNS 
FROM UNESCO ASSIGNMENT IN IRAN. Dr. Josef Stumvoll, 
the General Director of the Austrian National Library, just 
returned to Vienna from Iran where he went in the spring of 
1952 on a UNESCO assignment to reform the library systems 
of the University of Teheran and other Iranian cities. 

During his mission to Iran Dr. Stumvoll completely reor- 
ganized the library of the University of Teheran’s medical 
school and gave a special course on library science attended 
by some 200 Iranian students. The course covered the latest 
methods of storing and cataloguing books. 


AUSTRIAN APPOINTED ABBOT GENERAL OF CISTERCIAN 
ORDER. . The Cistercian monk, Dr. Sighard Kleiner, a native 
of Bregenz, Vorarlberg, was recently elected Abbot General 
by the General Chapter of the Cistercian Order at its annual 
Conference of abbots in Rome. Dr. Kleiner had long been 
Novice Master at the Mehrerau Monastery in Bregenz. 


CAROLINGIAN MANUSCRIPT DISCOVERED IN AUSTRIA. 
A manuscript of psalter fragments, consisting of 24 psalm 
stanzas or parts of stanzas, which was recently discovered 
in Austria has been identified by Professors Menhardt of 
Vienna and Appelt of Graz as dating back to the period of 
Charlemagne. The book manuscript, written in Latin, is more 
than a thousand years old. Other evidence points to the fact 
that the Carolingian psalter was written in Salzburg. 


“(DER BETTELSTUDENT’’ TO BE BROADCAST OVER 
STATION WNYC IN NEW YORK AND PRESENTED AT BRE- 
GENZ FESTIVAL. Dr. Eric Mann, the noted lecturer, pirec- 
tor of the Institute for Intercontinental Studies and member of 
the faculty of the Division of General Education of New York 
University, will be the guest on Ruby Mercer’s ‘‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Opera’’ program on Sunday, June 14, at 10:30 a.m., for which 
a recorded performance of Kar] Milloecker’s famous operetta 
*‘Der Bettelstudent’’ (The Beggar Student) is scheduled. 

The recording to be presented features the Vienna Light 
Opera Company and the Vienna State Opera Chorus under the 
baton of Robert Stolz, with the role of Colonel Ollendorf sung 
by Fritz Krenn. 

It is now exactly forty years since this tuneful operetta 
was last performed in New York in English. The radio pre- 
sentation on June 14 will be the first New York performance 
of the new recording, which was made in Austria after the 
war. In fact, it is the first complete recording of the operet- 

ta ever made. 

‘‘Der Bettelstudent’’ will also be performed at this year’s 
Bregenz Festival. 


“‘DESIREE"’ — NOVEL BY AUSTRIAN AUTHOR - TO BE 
FILMED. It was recently announced that 20th Century Fox 
intends to film the novel ‘‘Desiree,’’ by the Austrian writer 
Annemarie Selinko, which is now on the best-seller list in 
this country. 

The work was originally published last year in Vienna 
and Cologne, with an English edition appearing shortly there- 
after in London. It deals with the life of Désiree Clarys, a 
silk merchant’s daughter in Marseille, who, after her betroth- 
al to Napoleon, married Marshal Bernadotte and became 
Queen of Sweden. Annemarie Selinko, who comes from a 
Viennese textile family, is the wife of a Danish diplomat. 


VIENNA AVANT-GARDE THEATER INVITED TO MUNICH. 
*‘Das kleine Theater im Konzerthaus,’’ one of Vienna’s lead- 
ing avant-garde ensembles, was invited to Munich where it 
performed ‘‘Reigen 1953,’’ a parody by Karl Merz, Michael 
Kehlmann and Helmut Qualtinger. The work was presented 
at the ‘‘Spektakel,’’ a newly opened theater, from May 3 to 
17. In 1952, an earlier version, then named ‘‘Reigen 1951,’’ 
scored a huge success in Vienna where it played to full hou- 
ses for months. ‘‘Reigen 1953”’’ is a new version of Arthur 
Schnitzler’s ‘‘Reigen,’’ adapted to present-day conditions. 


PASSION PLAYS TO BE PRESENTED AT SCHWARZEN.- 
BERG PALACE IN JUNE. During the period of the Vienna 
Festival Weeks, between June 19 and July 5, the Archdiocese 
of Vienna will sponsor open-air performances of passion 
plays in the Court of Honor of Schwarzenberg Palace in 
Vienna. The performances will be under the high patronage 
of Cardinal Innitzer. Rolf Pfeiffer, the producer of the Upper 
Austrian passion plays in 1950 and of the passion plays in 
Laa-an-der-Thaya in 1952, will handle the artistic direction. 
Production will be on a grand scale, with some 300 actors 
and musicians participating. The leading roles are scheduled 
to be played by noted Viennese performers. 


1953 PHILATELIC EXHIBITION OPENED IN VIENNA. Ear- 
ly in May, Minister of Communications Waldbrunner opened 
the 1953 Austrian Philatelic Exhibition, organized by the 
country’s philatelic clubs to further stamp collecting. 

In his opening address, the Minister said that Austrian 
stamp issues since 1945 had again found favor throughout 
the world, although considerable difficulties had to be over- 
come in their production. ‘‘When stamps are issued in Aus- 
tria, they must be of the highest possible quality because 
they are designed to publicize Austria abroad.’’ 

It was therefore particularly gratifying, he continued, that 
Austria’s stamp clubs, especially those in the Federal States, 
too, had, again cooperated to organize a large national ex- 
hibition. 


The first three prizes at the exhibition were awarded to 
a ‘“‘Vatican Collection,’’ a ‘‘Zeppelin Postals Collection’’ 
and a collection entitled, ‘‘Old Letters Tell a Story.’’ 
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THE EXCHANGE ADJUSTMENT 

In connection with the adjustment of the Austrian schi]l- 
ling, many inquiries have been received by the Offices of 
the Austrian Trade Delegates in New York, N.Y.; Los An- 
geles, Cal.; and Montreal, P.Q. The most current of these 
questions are answered below: 
Question: Effective as of what date was the new Austrian 
exchange rate adjusted? 
Answer: Effective as of May 4, 1953. 
Q.: What was changed? 
A,: The former official ‘‘commercial’’exchange rate of 21.36 
Austrian schillings to one U.S. dollar was entirely abolished. 
The former ‘‘financial’’ and ‘‘tourist’’ rate of 26.00 Austrian 
schillings to one U.S. dollar was extended to cover commer- 
cial transactions as well. 
Q.: But were there not some cases in which exports from 
Austria were effected on the basis of a more favorable ex- 
change rate than 21.36 Austrian schillings to the dollar? 
A.: Yes, there were. In many instances, Austrian firms in- 
tegrated their export deals with so-called ‘‘Kopplungs’’ 
transactions (a kind of barter deal) and with the help of 
such ‘‘coupled’’ export-import arrangements sticceeded in 
bettering their export exchange rate. In many cases this en- 
abled them to compete in foreign markets. 
Q.: Do Austrian businessmen still have the possibility of 
doing business on the basis of such ‘‘Kopplungs’’ arrange- 
ments? 
A.: No; under the regulations issued at the time the new 
uniform rate was established, ‘‘Kopplungs’’ transactions are 
no longer permitted. 
Q.: What will happen to business still pending in connec- 
tion with ‘‘Kopplungs’’ deals? 
A,: In those cases in which the Austrian businessman de- 
livered the foreign exchange from ‘‘Kopplungs’’ exports to 
the Austrian National Bank prior to May 4, the old condi- 
tions for ‘‘Kopplungs’’ imports will continue to be recog- 
nized by the Austrian authorities until July 31, but an ex- 
tension of this date has been proposed. 
Q.: Why have not all export prices come down after the Aus- 
trian schilling was adjusted? 
A.: The new exchange rate affects not only Austrian exports 
but also Austrian imports. Austrian manufacturers who were 
formerly able to buy such raw materials as, e.g.,cotton, wool, 
chemicals etc. at the rate of 21.36 Ausirian schillings must 
now pay 26 schillings for each dollar. 
Q.: Does this mean that all Austrian export prices will now 
80 up? 
A.: No, not generally. However, there are cases where the 


discontinuance of the former ‘‘Kopplungs”’ possibility and 
the increased schilling cost of imported raw materials will 
unfortunately not be balanced by the price-reducing effect on 
exports of the new exchange rate. But in other cases, the 
above-mentioned factors may lead to lower export prices. ; 
Q.: How do I find out what effect the currency adjustment 
has on goods I have been importing? 

A,: The only wayto obtain definite information is to contact 
your business friend in Austria (if he has not yet contacted 
you), and to ascertain how the new regulations affect your 
specific business. The Offices of the Austrian Trade Dele- 
gates do not have data on individual Austrian business firms 
and cannot tell you how the prices of individual Austrian 
firms are affected. 

Q.: How does the Austrian currency adjustment affect United 
States customs duties? 

A,: The United States customs authorities have been apply- 
ing the rate of 21.36. For Austrian exports leaving Austria 
after May 4, 8 a.m., the new rate of 26 Austrian schillings to 
the dollar should be used, but in many cases this may not be 
done automatically, because the United States customs office 
in question may not yet have been notified of the new rate 
by the Federal Reserve Bank. In such cases, United States 
importers are invited to contact the Offices of the Austrian 
Trade Delegate in the United States, in New York or in Los 
Angeles, in order that appropriate steps may be taken. 

Q.: How does the adjusted Austrian exchange rate affect 
customs duties on imports into Austria? 

A.: The relation between the Austrian ‘‘Gold Krone’’ (on 
which Austrian customs rates are based) and the Austrian 
schilling is not changed by the new regulations, so that Aus- 
trian customs rates are not affected by the exchange rate ad- 
justment. 


NN ——————————————eeE 


TORONTO FAIR SUCCESS. As the Austrian Trade Bulletin 
was going to press, information from Toronto, Ont., indicated 
that the Austrian exhibit at the International Toronto Trade 
Fair has been an unqualified success. Buyers from the United 
States andCanada were impressed by the variety of goods ex- 
hibited and the willingness of Austrian firms to do their ut- 
most to enter the North American market. The volume of or- 
ders was generally said to have been entirely satisfactory, 
and in numerous cases re-orders were promised immediately 
upon execution of business negotiated at the fair. The Of- 
fices of the Austrian Trade Delegates in New York, Los An- 
geles and Montreal still have a limited number of the four- 
color Toronto Fair catalogues, which will be sent on a ‘‘first 
come, first served’’ basis to interested American and Cana- 
dian firms. 


——————O————————————————————————— 


AUSTRIAN FERTILIZER OUTPUT INCREASED. In 1952, 
the Austrian Nitrogen Works produced 462,322 metric tons of 
nitrogenous fertilizers,as compared with 436,000 tons in 1951. 
Output is expected to reach 500,000 tons in 1953. Domestic 
consumption increased from 102,900 tons in 1951 to 128,750 
tons in 1952, and exports totalled 261,862 tons, as compared 
with 274,160 in 1951. Production of ammonium sulfate began 
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in 1952,the output for the year amounting to 32,000 tons. The 
plant invested 160,000,000 schillings toward completion of 
the gypsum, sulfuric-acid and superphosphate factories and 
for the construction and maintenance of existing plants. The 
investment program for 1953 calls for completion of the sul- 
furic-acid plant and continued work on the superphosphate 
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AUSTRIA'S LEADING MANUFACTURER OF ALUMINUM 
FOIL is now ready to enter the American market. This com 
pany has been doing a considerable amount of export busi- 
ness with practically all South American countries and with 
Europe. Some of its leading executives have recently toured 
the United States, and after carefully surveying this market, 
are of the opinion that their products would be very well re- 
ceived here and that their prices are competitive. Besides 
plain white aluminum foil, a great variety of beautifully de- 
signed and colored embossed foil is also available to meet 
the highest standards of the confectionery and other indus- 
tries. The company’s mill has an expert staff of specialized 
artists who are able to meet practically any special design 
requirement. Industrial foil with special surface treatment 
can be supplied for various uses, subject to specifications. 
In addition to the above, this manufacturer also offers regular 
chocolate molds, and a large variety of confectionery molds 
for the production of seasonal items. These molds can also 
be supplied in accordance with customers’ specifications. 
(1510) 
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AUSTRIAN EXPORTS IN 1952. Austrian exports during the 
last quarter of 1952 reached an all-time high. The excess of 
exports over imports amounted to 355 million Austrian schil- 
lings, or approximately $17,000,000. This result was a- 
chieved by a drastic curtailment of imports into Austria 
during the last quarter of 1952, while exports were increased 
considerably. The index of Austrian exports in August was 
97 (1937 = 100), in October 130; in November 138; and in 
December 134. The index is based on quantity, and not on 
value. Imports for the year 1952 amounted to approximately 
14 billion and exports to 10.8 billion Austrian schillings, 
The 1952 foreign trade deficit of 3.2 billion schillings was 
1.2 billion schillings smaller than the previous year. 


NEW AUSTRIAN PLASTIC. In 1951, the production of urea 
formaldehyde in Austria totaled 212 tons, and in the first 
eleven months of 1952 145 tons. The product is more expen- 
sive than phenol formaldehyde, and its higher cost has been 
hampering sales. Construction of the plant for the manufac- 
ture of urea formaldehyde was undertaken by a leading plas- 
tics firm in 1949; planned capacity was 35 metric tons per 
months. The factory was completed during the latter part of 
1950 and went into commercial production after a month’s 
trial run. This was the first project in the plastics field to 
receive substantial financial assistance from counterpart 
funds. 


CERTIFIED CHECKS FOR PAYMENT OF AUSTRIAN EX. 
PORTS. The Austrian National Bank has clarified its po- 
sition in connection with payments to Austrian firms by means 
of certified checks. The bank’s announcement stated that no 
difference is normally made between regular checks and certi- 
fied ones. In both cases, payment is made after the amount is 
collected by a United States bank, credited to the National 
Bank’s account and credit advice received. Under certain cir- 
cumstances payment can be made earlier, i.e. when the signa- 
tures on the check are known to the Austrian National Bank or, 
in case of Treasurer’s or certified checks, when the signatures 
of respective United States bank officials appear on the autho- 
rized listof signatures deposited with National Bank in Vienna. 
It is therefore recommended that certified checks (and this is 
also true of regular checks) should not be used as a means 
of payment, since the amount involved is earmarked on the 
account of the drawer, while the Austrian beneficiary can ob- 
tain credit only after involved and often lengthy verification 
procedures. According to the Austrian National Bank, it is 
advisable to effect payment in New York to one of the Nation- 
al Bank’s several accounts, specifying the name and address 
of the Austrian beneficiary ,and wherever possible the account 
number with the National Bank. In such cases payment of the 
equivalent in Austrian schillings will be made in Austria im- 
mediately upon receipt of the credit advice by the National 
Bank. Where notification is received by air mail this may 
take about seven to eight days; where it is received by cable, 
(which should be specified by the paying party in the United 
States), payment is made within one or two days. The follow- 
ing New York banks carry accounts of the Austrian National 
Bank: 

The Irving Trust Company, 1 Wall Street; 

The New York Trust Company, 100 Broadway; 

The National City Bank of New York, 55 Wall Street; 

The Guaranty Trust Company of New York, 140 Broadway; | 
The Manufacturers Trust Company, 55 Broad Street; 

The Chase National Bank of the City of New York, 18 Pine St.; 
The Bankers Trust Company, 16 Wall Street; 

The Bank of the Manhattan Company, 40 Wall Street; 

The J. Henry Schroder Banking Corporation, 57 Broadway; 
J. P. Morgan & Co., 23 Wall Street; 

The Hanover Bank, 70 Broadway; 

The Bank of America (Home Office), 40 Wall Street; 

The Chemical Bank & Trust Company, 165 Broadway. 
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THUMB NAIL SKETCH OF AUSTRIA’S WOODWORKING IN- 
DUSTRY. The Austrian woodworking industry is soon ex- 
pected to complete modernization and rationalization projects 
under an investment program started several years ago. One 
of the most important branches of Austria’s woodworking in- 
dustry is the production of veneers, with the total annual 
capacity of approximately 165 million square feet. This is 
slightly higher than the normal domestic demand for veneers. 
Upon completion of the investment program, the veneer pro- 
ducing capacity will be increased by approximately 16 million 
square feet, so that exports on a much larger scale will be 
possible. An even greater increase in capacity is expected 
to result from the modernization of Austria’s long-established 
plywood industry. informed circles in the industry express 
the hope that Austria’s plywood production can be doubled, 
as compared with last year’s output. Since last year the 
domestic demand was satisfied without difficulty, the in- 
creased output will primarily be available for export. Soon 
to start on a full scale is an entirely new line of production, 
namely, that of fiber board. Preliminary figures released at 
the end of 1952 indicated an initial output of 65,000 square 
feet, a total which is soon expected to be considerable ex- 
ceeded. 





Please address inquiries concerning 


AUSTRIAN TRADE BULLETIN 
to 


The Austrian Trade Delegate 
31 East 69th Street, New York 21, N.Y. 





FAMOUS AUSTRIAN TABLEWARE AND CUTLERY AT TO- 
RONTO FAIR. One of Europe’s oldest producers of table- 
ware and cutlery, who formerly concentrated his efforts on his 
long-standing prewar markets, has decided to compete in the 
United States and Canadian markets as well. Buyers at the 


Toronto International Trade Fair generally praised his stain- 
less tableware; steak, kitchen and butcher knives; pocket 
knives; etc. The firm is interested in obtaining the services 
of a long-established United States importer or wholesaler. 
Inquiries should be addressed to the Austrian Trade Dele- 
gate’s Offices in New York or Los Angeles, mentioning code 
number 1491. 





Ski Shoes from Austria (1495) 


MODERN ROLLING MILL RAISES EXPORT HOPES, A mou- 
ernized high-grade-steel and plate-rolling mill was opened in 
Muerzzuschlag (Styria), Austria, early in February. This 
plant had been stripped of its equipment immediately after 
the war, but has since been re-equipped with new and com- 
pletely up-to-date machinery. The plant is now one ofthe 
most modern high-grade-steel mills in the world. When operat- 
ed at full capacity, the plate-rolling mill is expected to in- 
crease Austrian steel export earnings by more than $10 mil- 
lion a year. Moreover, a new plant producing deep-well dril- 
ling machinery will add about $5 million to Austria’s export 
earnings. For 1953,the increased export earnings are expect- 
ed to be about $5 million from the plate-rolling mill and close 
to $3 million from the drilling equipment. 





Electric 
Cattle Fence 


Charger (1496) 














TRADE LEADS. An Austrian Firm: 

1492 — offers a new kind of refreshing candy lozenges in a 
sensational patented dispenser, already successfully 
sold in many countries, now being introduced to the 
United States. 

1493 — offers representation for industrial woodworking ma- 
chinery. 

1494 — offers patented heel cap for ski shoes; 

1495 — offers Austrian ski shoes; 

1496 — offers electric cattle-fence charger; 

1497 — offers self-assembly chairs; 

1498— offers water levels with inclinometers, leveling in- 
struments (pocket model), theodolites; 

1499 — offers water-cooling installations, cooling towers, 
graduation houses, as well as water-softening plants 
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for steam-power installations and for the chemical,oil, 
paper and textile industries; 

1500 — offers modern bakery equipment, bakery ovens, mixing 
machines, dividing and molding machines, bread 
crumb graters, sack beating machines, whipping and 
stirring machines; oil-firing equipment for all types of 
bakery ovens, and fittings; 

1501 — offers portable and stationary Diesel and electric- 
driven air compressor units, garage equipment, paint 
spray equipment; 

1502 — offers agricultural forks and automobile tools; 

1503 — offers joiners’ and carpenters’ planes, plane irons and 
other woodworking tools, screw clamps, marking gau- 
ges, frame saws, planing tools, planing and work ben- 
ches, tool handles, folding furniture, deck chairs,book- 
binders’ tools, school blackboards; 

1504 — offers small agricultural machines, forging tools, for- 
estry equipment; 

1505 — offers planters’ tools, hoes, steel picks, mining bars, 
coffee diggers, bench vices; 

1506 — offers hand reamers, taper pin reamers, spline milling 
machines, shank cutters, milling cutters for gears, 
precision grinding machines; 

1507 — offers files and rasps; 

1508 — offers synthetic carbon for electrical, galvanizing, 
and technical purposes; synthetic carbon for electric 
motors; 

1511 — offers loden and other fine textile fabrics,also modern 
hand weaves; 


1512 — offers ceramics, including religious ceramics; 
1514 — offers petit-point plaques and petit-point articles such 
as handbags, jewelry and cigarette boxes, etc. 


1515 — offers saw blades including circular, fret and other 
saws; 

1516 — offers wood fiber plates, unassembled wood packing 
boxes, etc.; 


1517 — offers magnetic skin thermometers; 

1518 — offers coin purses; 

1519 — offers famous Austrian hair felt men’s hats to well 
rated importer or wholesaler; 

1520 — offers patents, processes and techniques for manufac- 
ture of milling machinery, especially emery scourers, 
grain washers and whizzers; suction filters dust col- 
lectors; aspirators; burnishing machinery; paddy 
tables, etc. 

5088 — seeks representation of American firm for raw mate- 
rials and finished goods which are not being produced 
in Austria; 

5089 — seeks representation of American firm preferably in 
electrical or electronical field; 


While every reasonable precaution is taken to include 
only firms of good repute in this listing, the usual trade 
inquiries should be made before establishing business con- 
nections. Names and addresses of the above listed inquiries 
will be communicated upon request by 


THE AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATE 


31 East 69th St., Sth fl., New York 21, N.Y. 
TELEPHONE: LEhigh 5-3335 
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